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Newsletter No: 7             Wednesday, 29 August, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

MACKILLOP FETE 
 

What a tremendous night we had at our MacKillop Fete. It was fantastic to see so many people 
attend throughout the afternoon and evening to enjoy the rides, stalls, entertainment, food and cent 
sale. The community really pulled together to make this biennial event such a wonderful occasion for 
all.  
 
I am extremely grateful to those many parents and friends who have made such a huge contribution 
to the successful running of the Fete. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the outstanding 
effort made by our Fete Committee Elspeth Ledwy, Jo Oliver, Paula La Gerche, Justine Harriott and 
Jacqui Sherry. These people spent many, many hours organising the night – and we really do 
appreciate the time you have so generously given. 
 
There were many other helpers who supported our Fete committee both in the lead up to the Fete 
and on the night itself. 
 
Thank you to:  

- P&F Committee, 

- the stall convenors/classroom co-ordinators, 

- volunteer helpers – Mums, Dads, Grandparents, staff and students, 

- Parents, students and other organisations who provided entertainment for the fete and 
donations for the fete. 

- Money counters and collectors – Jackie Franklin, Melissa Green, Vicki Walsh, Karen 
O’Shea and Sharon Donnollan. 

- Fantastic teachers, office staff, support staff, groundsman who actively supported the fete 
with the preparation of the school grounds, serving on stalls. 

- Parents and staff who assisted with setting up and packing up. 

- Tox Free for the donations of the rubbish bins. 

- Heath La Gerche for testing and tagging 

- Any others who contributed in any way to make the event such a success. 
 

Thank you everyone for working so tirelessly to make the 25th August a memorable day of fun, 
feasting and entertainment. I was touched by the generosity of everyone’s contribution. What a 
wonderful school community to be a part of. The night was all about having fun and I think that was 
something that was certainly achieved.   
 
Once we have a final amount for the profit made for the evening we will let you know. 
 



 
 

 
FATHER’S DAY 

This weekend we celebrate a very special group of people – Dads. 
On Father’s Day it is important that we recognise the contributions 
fathers make to our society and say “thank you” to those men who 
shaped our lives.  
 
Father’s Day is also a day of many emotions for me as I remember 
my Dad who passed away 23 years ago. I have very fond memories 
of my childhood with my Dad – going for Sunday drives with Dad 
singing songs, Dad cooking us our favourite dinner when Mum was 
at work – crumbed steak and chips, Dad picking us up in the old ute 
from high school right out the front where everyone was waiting and 
beeping the horn to embarrass us. Whilst I didn’t always appreciate 
these things at the time – it is these memories that I will treasure 
forever. My Dad was so kind, caring, gentle and fun. I was his little 
girl. He, along with my Mum, taught me the morals and values that I 
have today, and for that I am truly grateful. 
 
We will celebrate Father’s Day at school on Friday morning at 
assembly at 8.45am led by Prep. We would love to see dads, 
grandads, uncles and friends at our liturgy. 
  

Happy Father's Day to all our Dads! Thank you for the vital role you 
play in our families and in our society. May you enjoy your special 
day. 
 

 
FATHER’S DAY STALL 

 
The P&F will be holding a Father’s Day stall for our students to 
purchase gifts. The stall will be held on Friday 31st August.  Gifts will 
range in price from $2 to $5. Gift bags are also available for 
purchase for $1. 

 

 

 

ANDREW CHINN CONCERT  

 
Next Friday, 7th September, Australian religious songwriter and 
singer, Andrew Chinn, will be visiting our school to share his songs 
with our children. Andrew’s songs, such as “These Hands”, 
“Rainbow” and “An African Blessing” are used in classrooms and 
liturgies around Australia, New Zealand, USA and Canada. Every 
student will participate in a workshop with Andrew and will then be a 
part of the concert later in the day. A cost of $5.00 per student 
was added to your Term 3 School Fees account. Parents and 
parishioners are warmly invited to attend the concert, which 
will take place in the school hall at 1:45pm. We look forward to 

seeing you there. There is no cost for adults. 

 

DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY 
CURRICULUM 

 
This week we are starting to implement the final key message of the 
Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum: report. This means that 

when children or young people have been in a situation that is 
unsafe that they are taught to report what has happened to an 

adult. Even if a child has been able to make themselves safe, it is 
vital that they still report what has happened. Adults need to know 
about unsafe situations so that some action can be taken to help the 
child be safe again or ensure it doesn’t happen again.  
 
Students involved in the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum 

will be encouraged to make a list of adult safety helpers. These are 
adults the children and young people nominate whom they can talk 
to when they are feeling unsafe or have experienced an unsafe 
situation or feel they are at risk of something that may cause them 
harm. This list will include a selection of adults who live in and 
outside the home.  
 
Report also includes telling an adult about unsafe or inappropriate 

incidents which may occur when children or young people are 
online. This might occur when surfing the net or using social media 
sites like Facebook and twitter, and can include cyberbullying, 
viewing or receiving inappropriate images or messages or 
communicating with unknown contacts.  
 
It is important that the key 
safety messages of the Daniel 
Morcombe Child Safety 
Curriculum: Recognise, React 
and Report are reinforced, 

both at school and home. I 
encourage you, wherever 
possible, to talk with your child 
about safety to help them stay 
safe now and in the future. 

 
 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
 

This term our Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on 
Wednesday 12th September from 3.10pm until about 8.00pm for  
most classes. Some classes will be holding their interviews over a  
couple of afternoons. They will be 10mins in duration.  
 
Once again we will be using Parent Lounge to book all Parent 
Teacher Interviews. You should have received an email with 
instructions explaining how to book your interview time.  Instructions 
are also included in this newsletter 
 
These interviews are intended to focus on your child’s development 
and on related aspects such as attitudes, concentration and general  
progress. It will also be an opportunity to look at areas of strength in  
your child’s educational progress and, where appropriate, aspects  
where further development is desirable. 
 
If you are unable to make this date you will need to see your child’s  
teacher to arrange an interview  at a time that is mutually  
convenient. If you are experiencing any difficulty booking an  
interview time online please contact the office and we can assist you 
with this. 
 

VISITORS 

All visitors and volunteers to the school, including parents who are 
coming for reading, activity groups, Tuckshop and any other 
volunteer activities are required to sign in at the Office before 
proceeding further.   Please also remember to then sign out via the 
Office as you leave.  

Items to be delivered to students can be left at the Office.  

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  

 

 



OPTI-MINDS 
 
Congratulations to our three Opti-Minds teams who performed on 
Sunday at St Patrick’s College. All teams performed exceptionally 
well and received Honours for their performance.  
 
The groups are to be commended for their hard work, dedication, 
team spirit and willingness to work together, participate and have-a-
go. They worked extremely hard during lunch times and gave up two 
Sundays to rehearse and prepare their response to the challenge. 
 
Thank you to Kristy Cundell and Sharon Donnollan who alongside 
myself organised the MacKillop teams – for their dedication and 
commitment and for giving our students the opportunity to 
participate.  
 
Team 1 – Mia Cundell, Holly Pennisi, Brodie Cridland, Khiana 
Blakey, Lily Ringelstein and Alex Frost 
Team 2 – Ava Cunningham, Mikayla Green, Georgia Headland, 
Jude Ackerman, Ben Devitt and Hayley O’Neill.    
Team 3 – Jasmine Gale, Abby Headland, Saskia Allan, Jayce 
Smith, Ryan Camilleri, Sarina Hooper and Haden McLachlan. 
 

 

2018 Mackay Region Results 
Language Literature 
Division 1- 1st place:  Mackay West 2 

Honours:   Mackillop 1, Mackillop 2, Emmanuel 

College 4, St Catherine’s 3 

Division 2- - 1st place: Northern Beaches High 3 

Honours:   St Catherine’s 1 

Division 3- - 1st place:  St Catherine’s 5 

 

Social Science 
Division 1-- 1st place: Cannonvale 2 

Honours:   Mackay West 3, Marian 1, Mackillop 3. 

Division 2-- 1st place: Holy Spirit 1 

Honours:   Northern Beaches 5 

Division 3- - 1st place:  St Catherine’s 2 

Open Division- 1st place:   Northern Beaches High 1 

 

Science Engineering 
Division 1-- 1st place: St Catherine’s 4 

Honours:   Moranbah 1, WAS 3, Proserpine 1 

Division 2- 1st place: Proserpine High 2 

Honours:   Mackay North High 1, Proserpine High 

3 

Division 3- 1st place:  St Patrick’s College 2 

Honours:   Northern Beaches High 4 

Open Division- 1st place:   Northern Beaches High 2 

 

Spirit of Opti-Minds Awards 
Victoria Park 1  Cannonvale 1 Dysart4  

Mackay SHS 2  Victoria Park 2 Sarina SS 1 

Emmanuel 3  Sarina High 1 

 

 

 

FAMILIES LEAVING 

As our total enrolment drives many aspects of our school (staffing, 
budget, class sizes and structure) it is important that we try to be as 
accurate as possible in predicting the school enrolment for 2019. If 
you know that you will be leaving at the end of the year could you 
please notify the office as soon as possible? Your assistance with 
this matter is greatly appreciated. 

 

DANCEFEVER  
 

Dance Fever has been a hit with the children. Each week, the dance 
team, Michael and Alyssa fly up from Brisbane to teach the children 
old and modern dance as well as dance etiquette. While the 
program is a lot of fun, it is also part of the Arts program and is 
being assessed for reports at the end of semester.  
 
To show what the children have been learning, a Showcase of the 
dances will be held for parents to come along and watch.  
 
Showcase Prep to Year 2  will take place on Tuesday, 18th  

September from 11.50 - 12.45pm.   
 
Year 3 - Year 6 students have been invited to the Interschool 
Challenge on Tuesday 11th September from 6.00pm - 8.30pm at the 
Mackay Entertainment Centre with a cost of $5 per person.  A note 
was sent home a few weeks ago with information about this. Could 
all notes please be returned to the office by next Tuesday? 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 
 Please remember Helen Privett who is 
currently recovering from surgery. We pray for a 
speedy recovery for Helen. 
 Please also remember Anna Kurylko (Allison 
Blakey’s mother) who is unwell at this time and receiving treatment. 
 Please remember in your prayers anyone who is sick within our 
community, we pray for God’s healing and restoration.  
 

GETTING TAGGED AND LOVING IT!! 
 

Mackay Oztag recently visited us at Mackillop and what a great time 
was had.  In the clinics with Shonnah the students learnt the basics 
of Oztag including the evasive manoeuvres of Twisting and Spinning 
along with how to make the perfect Tag. Mackay Oztag had a great 
time and can’t wait to provide the students a chance to play at the 
local venue using their flyers received on the day.  For more info be 
sure to check out www.mackayoztag.com or email 
Courtney mackay@oztag.com 
 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 31/08 Ashleigh Lindner 
  Karey Derdziak 

             HELPERS NEEDED 
 

  Wed  05/09 Joanna Reid 
  Val Turner 

              
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 

AUGUST SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
  

BACON AND EGG BURGER (with BBQ 
sauce) $3.00 each 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on their bag so 

their lunch goes into the correct  

http://www.mackayoztag.com/
mailto:mackay@oztag.com
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://media.worldbulletin.net/news/2014/05/05/prayer-religion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&h=480&w=640&tbnid=w0fcwbzBWDf6cM:&zoom=1&docid=tq7hNmXk0nXhCM&ei=UdL-VPnrHoT58QXciYLgAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMygWMBY


 

 
Happy Father’s Day to all Dads this 

Sunday! 
 

FATHER’S DAY 
 
A FATHER MEANS….. 
 
A Father means so many things... 
An understanding heart 
A source of strength and of support 
Right from the very start. 
A constant readiness to help 
In a kind and thoughtful way. 
With encouragement and forgiveness 
No matter what comes your way. 
A special generosity and always affection, too 
A Father means so many things 
When he's a man like you...      ~Author Unknown~ 

 
SACRAMENTAL  PROGRAM! 

 
ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PARISH OF NORTH MACKAY  

& NORTHERN BEACHES 

 
SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 

 

Preparation for the Sacraments of  

 Penance (First Confession),  

 Confirmation 

 First Eucharist (First Holy Communion) 
 

Will commence with Registration and Parent Information Night. 

 

WEDNESDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

7:00pm at St Joseph’s Church, 21 – 23 Grendon Street, North 

Mackay. 

Letters and registration forms have been sent home to Catholic 

students in Year 3. If you have a Catholic student in Year 4,5 or 6 

who would like to participate in the program, please see Mrs Devitt 

for information Letter and Registration Form  

or please contact Parish Office 

Phone: 4957 4855 or Email: stjomky@bigpond.com 

Monday to Friday 9:00am – 12:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS MASS 

 

On Tuesday 4th September, Year 5K and 1P will have their class 

Mass with Fr Stephen. All welcome. 

 
Take some time to reflect on where Jesus has been in your life 

today.   
 

God Bless, 

Nanette Devitt 

Acting Assistant Principal Religious 

Education 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEW 
SEMESTER 2, 2018 – ONLINE BOOKINGS OPEN 

 
Parent Teacher Interviews online bookings are now available 
through Parent Lounge.  Information was emailed out today. 
Please note, some year levels are on different days, so 
please take care when making your booking.   
 
Prep and Year 1: 
Monday 10th September 
Wednesday 12th September 
 
Year 3: 
Wednesday 12th September 
Thursday 13th September 
 
Years 2, 4, 5 and 6: 
Wednesday 12th September 

 
1. To access Parent Lounge, start your internet browser and 

type in the URL for MacKillop School website:   
www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au 

2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links. 
3. Then click on Parent Lounge icon. 
4. Login with your username (6 Digit ID number) and the 
password remains the same as previously used.  
 
If you have forgotten or 
misplaced your 
password, click  ‘Forgot 
Password?’.   
Type in your Username (6 
digit ID code, which can 
also be found on your 
school fees – Account 
Number) and you will be 
emailed a link to reset 
your password.   
 

Please note, you must use the same email address as is used 
for your school newsletters. 

 

 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is held at St Joseph’s Church on 

the 1st & 3rd Saturday 6pm Mass and 1st & 3rd Sunday 9am Mass 

of the month during school term and also at St Brendan’s church 

on 1st & 3rd Sunday7:30am  Masses of the Month. 

 

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/


 

 
Prep J Elliana Harriott 

 Your singing is awesome.  Learning our songs for 
our assembly has been easy with you helping 
read the words for the class.  Thank you Elliana. 

 Jonty Laing 
 For all your enthusiasm for learning in Prep.  All 

activities are given 100% effort.  When interacting 
with your peers you are considerate and kind. 

1P Hugo Barwick 
 You have made great progress with learning our 

spelling rules each week. You always work 
carefully to learn your words in our ‘Work on 
Words’ sessions and this is evident in your weekly 
test results. Super effort Hugo!  

 Tiaan Slattery 
 I really enjoyed reading your mermaid story. You 

remembered to include an orientation, a 
complication and a resolution. You used different 
describing words and put lots of effort into making 
your story interesting. Great work Tiaan!  

2D Aaron Peever 
 Aaron, you drew analogue and digital time to 

answer our “open-ended” problem solving 
question about James.  You carefully thought 
about the time and how long it would take to have 
a snack for a range of people, to answer the 
question using a variety of answers. 

 Harry Warne 
 Harry, you predicted three things that might 

happen in the rest of “Trading In”.  It was great to 
see you using the character names, based on 
what you had read and seen so far.  Awesome 
work Harry! 

2N Jordan Camilleri 
 Wow Jordan, you’re a Typing Tournament whiz.  

Your keyboard skills are fantastic.  You are flying 
through the quest of challenges.  Keep up the 
great work! 

 Alice Cundell 
 For putting 100% effort into your Maths learning 

goal each week Alice.  You are making great 
progress with your number facts too.  Very 
impressive work! 

3CR Evie Ledwy 
 For your work in graphing this week.  You have 

conducted your surveys, collated your data and 
used your ruler with precision to create accurate 
bar graphs.  Excellent effort! 

 Leonard Zimmerlie-Kanak 
 I have been so impressed and appreciative of the 

way in which you have been leading by example 
during our Eisteddfod verse speaking practises.  It 
is so lovely to see you engaged and trying to use 
an expressive voice.  Well done! 

4C Cerrise Giles 
 Thank you for being such an industrious learner 

Cerrise!  I can always rely on you to give every 
task your best effort and you ask for assistance 
when you need it.  Keep up the terrific work ethic! 

 Bella McClarty 
 Thank you for always listening attentively during 

lessons and for giving 100% effort in all you do.  
You have demonstrated great perseverance 
during tasks this week.  Keep up the awesome 
work Bella! 

4M Belle Frost 
 For the wonderful effort you put into your oral 

presentation on an endangered animal – ‘Who Am 
I?”  You spoke clearly, rarely used your palm 
cards and had good eye contact with your 
audience.  The clues you gave were cleverly 
worded and kept us guessing.  Well done Belle! 
 

 Taj Jackson 
 Congratulations for the amazing effort you’ve put 

into your Maths learning this week.  You make it 
look easy completing all your online tasks and 
number facts with speed and accuracy.  Well 
done! 

5K Sophie Field 
 For the beautiful way you conversed with older 

members of our church community and offering a 
helping hand. 

 William Greatz 
 For your lovely manners when speaking to others 

and ensuring you understood tasks properly after 
being away so you could catch up. 

6PG Saskia Allan 
 Wow Saskia, you did an awesome job with your 

book review oral this week.  You spoke with great 
clarity and tone and used eye contact at all times 
to engage your audience.  You had good 
information about your book and the author!  Well 
done Saskia. 

 Andre Rosales 
 You continue to amaze me every day with your 

general knowledge, especially when it comes to 
Science.  You have a creative mind that is always 
thinking and learning new things.  I think I need to 
grab your signature now for when you become 
famous when you’re older for inventing something 
new and amazing!! Watch out World!! 

6R Ava Cunningham 
 Your draft of your descriptive piece of writing 

about a dragon is right on task!  Your sentence 
fluency is amazing!  You are striving to create a 
picture in your readers’ mind by starting your 
paragraphs with incredible verbs and adverbs, and 
by using absolutely awesome and amazing 
adjectives.  I really like that you have thought 
carefully about creating an authentic character by 
your choice of name.  I look forward to reading 
your final masterpiece! 

 Olivia Johnson 
 You have worked hard to achieve your goal to find 

the prime factorisation of a number using factor 
trees.  You could correctly show how numbers are 
broken into their factor parts, and you could show 
prime factorisation using index notation.  Your 
work in Maths is blossoming because of your 
perseverance! 

PE Award Hunta Eddison 
 For your great teamwork in soccer this week.  It 

was great to see you calling out for the ball and 
helping your team. 

 Olivia Pennisi 
 For your excellent dribbling and teamwork in 

basketball Pacman this week.  Well done Olivia! 

 
                

  
 Aug 28 Callum McKenzie 
  28 Kelsey Waldon 
  29 Corban Delahunty 
  30 Jasslyn Laflamme 
  30 Cooper Radford 
  30 Nate Vlekken 
  31 Amy Casey 
  
      
 
  

 
 
 



 
 

A Letter from the P & F President 
So that’s another Fete done and dusted!  I wanted to give you an 
update on the how’s and why’s of the event. 
HOW? 

What goes into the Fete! 
28000 the number of steps taken to set up the fete on Saturday 
per volunteer 

285 the number of chairs placed around the school 
205 the number of prepaid arm bands written out by the rides 
 coordinator 
77 the number of kilograms of hot chips cooked 
64  the number of parent stall volunteers during the fete 
53  the number of gifts wrapped for the cent sale 
25  the number of invoices paid 
23  the number of trestle tables delivered and carried to each 
 stall 
17 the number of staff volunteers  
10  the number of volunteers cleaning up the school on 
 Sunday 
8  the number of fete meetings 
5  the number of lighting towers collected and returned to the 
 hire company 
5 the number of fete coordinators 
Plus countless other hours dedicated to our school by our wonderful 
volunteers doing small errands in the lead up and post the event. 
As you can see, some of these numbers are quite impressive.  The 
fete wouldn’t be a success without these.  I want to take this 
opportunity and thank everybody who helped to make up these 
numbers.  Without you, the fete wouldn’t be able to happen.   
To those who for some reason or another, were unable to help out 
this year, I would encourage you to put your name down for the next 
event.  Many hands certainly make light work and this year we 
absolutely struggled to get the school prepared and subsequently 
cleaned up.  To say those involved were exhausted is an 
understatement.  Volunteering isn’t a chore, in fact it’s great for 
making new mates and having a laugh.  After all, “Fundraising is the 
gentle art of teaching the joy of giving” – Hank Rosso. 
WHY? 

The funds raised from the fete is never wasted.  We, as the P & F 
pursue donations with the utmost of best intentions.   
Here are some past and present examples of where P & F Funds 
are distributed: 

 Bee Bots – instruments that teach computer coding 

 Shade Structures 

 Donations to Class Rooms 

 Donations to the gardener to keep the grounds spick 

 Feast Day  

 Swimming Pool Hire for the carnival 

 Year 6 Graduation Gifts 

 Carols Nights Candles 

 Reflection Garden 

 Guest Speakers 

 Hall Lighting 

 Wine & Cheese for Art Show 

 World Teachers Day 

 Tea and Tissues 

 Welcome BBQ 

 Challenge Cup 

 MacKillop Sports Jerseys & Dresses 

As you can see, funds are continuously required to support our little 
school.  If we want to see improvements to our school’s facilities, we 
must continue to support our fundraising events.   
If you have any ideas on further improvements, please come along 
to our next P & F Meeting on Monday 10th September.  We’d love to 
see some new faces. 
Once again, please consider donating some time at the next 
fundraising event.  There are many jobs (small and large) that can 
be done pre, during and post.  It doesn’t have to be a lot, even half 
an hour is greatly appreciated. 
Thanks  
Melissa Durnsford   

 

PARENT SURVEY 

The P & F needs your help!  

Over the coming weeks, P & F representatives will be asking you to 
participate in a short survey to help improve parent engagement. 
Your answers will be used to make improvements in our approach 
and get a better understanding of how we can improve our school 
community. 

FATHER’S DAY STALL 
 

Our annual Father’s Day Stall will be held on Friday 31th August. 
Gifts will range in price up to $5. Thanks To Steph Neal for 
organising the stall.  
 
 

 DATE CLAIMERS 

31st August – Father’s Day Stall 
 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Remember to check out the MacKillop P & F page on the 
website where you can find our contact details and the latest 
meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

 

 

CORFLUTE SIGNS 

There are still a number of coreflute signs around the town. If you 
put one of these up or if you are out and about and see one, it would 
be appreciated if you could take it down and return it to the office.  
Just note down the street that you have taken it from as we have a 
register to keep track of locations.   







 

 

 

 

 

 



 


